[Participation of the thymus in controlling cytomedine activity].
The authors studied the effect of the thymus on the composition and biological activity of cytomedines--mediators of intercellular interactions contained in the tissues. Samples of the liver, muscle, and spleen of thymectomized rats lacked some components of the polypeptide system which were found in these organs of animals subjected to sham operation and castration. Thymalin injection restored the initial polypeptide pattern. The factors studied also differed in biological activity: polypeptide factors isolated from organs of animals which underwent a sham operation stimulated the immunity of thymectomized rats, peptides from organs of thymectomized animals, in contrast, did not possess this property.